
Key Facts: 

         FGM/C has long-lasting physical, psychological, and social impacts on women and girls.1  

FGM/C is not supported or mandated by any religion.2 

Researchers estimate that as many as half a million (≈513,00) in the Unites States have 

undergone or may be at risk for FGM/C.3 

As of 2025, 41 states have enacted specific criminal legislation prohibiting FGM/C.4  

Overview of FGM/C 
• Female genital mutilation/cutting (FGM/C) is  "partial or total removal of the external female genitalia or any 

other injury of the female genital organs for non-medical reasons."1 

• The practice of FGM/C is not limited to a few regions in the world. As of 2025 evidence of FGM/C was found 

globally in at least 94 countries.5 

• Girls are typically cut anytime between infancy and age 15.1 

• Traditional practitioners, birth attendants and professional health care providers perform the cutting.6 

• FGM/C is a cultural practice, not a religious one. Girls who are not cut may face stigma, social pressure, or 

reduced marriage prospects. 2 

• FGM/C is recognized internationally as violation of human rights due to its severe and lifelong consequences. 
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Health Impacts of FGM/C 
Below is a non-exhaustive list of common health impacts and consequences that can occur immediately or may 

persist throughout a woman's life due to experiencing FGM/C 1: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

            Prevalence of FMG/C in the U.S. 

• According to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC, 2024), approximately 513,000 girls and 

women in the United States have undergone or may be at 

risk of experiencing FGM/C. 3 

• Child protection agencies and healthcare providers play a 

critical role in enforcing federal and state laws to protect 

girls from FGM/C.  

Is FGM/C legal in the U.S.? 

• No. FGM/C is illegal under U.S. federal law.  

• In 1996, Congress enacted 18 U.S. Code § 116, making it 

federal crime to perform, attempt, or conspire to perform FGM/C on anyone under the age of 18. 8 

• The federal law has been strengthened twice-first in 2013 and again in 2021.  

The most recent amendment, the STOP FGM Act of 2020, increased penalties, expanded federal jurisdiction, and clarified 

prohibited conduct to better protect girls nationwide.9 

• States also have the authority to criminalize FGM/C independently. State-level laws often include criminal penalties, 

mandatory reporting, provisions addressing the transportation of minors, and civil remedies. 10   

• As of 2025, 41 U.S. states have enacted legislation that explicitly prohibits FGM/C.  

These laws vary by state but generally includes fines, imprisonment, or both.4   

Prevalence of FMG/C around the world as of 2025  

• More than 230 million girls and women worldwide have undergone some form of FGM/C. 1 

This represents a significant increase from earlier estimates due to population growth and improved data collection.  

• FGM/C remains most prevalent across parts of Africa, the Middle East, and Asia. 1 

However, evidence of the practice has now been documented in at least 94 countries across multiple regions. 5 

• The types of FGM/C performed, the circumstances surrounding the practice, and the populations affected vary widely across 

communities and countries.  

• Due to global migration, FGM/C is no longer limited to traditionally practicing regions; cases have been identified in Europe, 

North America, and Australia.  
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